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Many	mathematical	problems	involving	symmetries	can	be	reduced	to	questions	on	characters	of	finite	groups,	or	
even	of	finite	simple	groups.	We	report	on	the	state	of	the	art	for	computing	such	tables	by	algorithmic	as	well	as	
theoretical	means	and	for	handling	them	on	the	computer.	We	also	sketch	some	applications	to	various	problems,	
like	the	verification	of	the	Atlas	tables,	the	proof	of	the	Ore	conjecture,	local	global	conjectures.	
 


